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William Hunter, certainly in a negdive connotation, used the term Wahhabi, in the ealy 19"
century to characterize Indian Mudims. The man point of this characterization was Wahhabi
indingtion to Jhad and paldamism. Sr Syed Ahmad Khan acclamed as the founder of Idamic
Modernism in south ASa responded to Hunter by defending Wahhabism and describing them as
reformists. The Wahhebism as such did not teke root in south Asia, probably before the 20"
century, but Ahl a-Hadith; a south Asian counterpart did exist in the 19" century. As “ Ghayr
mugdlid” they proteted agang Taglid and in favor of ljtihad. Idamic modernism had severd
common features with this movement. Sir Syed oppased Taglid, Qiyas and [jma

Igba spoke more dearly about Wahhabism as a movement of reform in Idam. He dso shared
severd points of criticiam of traditiona Idam with them.

| propose to sudy Igbd, and FazZlur Rahman as spokespersons of Idamic modernism. | shdl
andyze ther afinities with and criticiam of Wahhabism. In the second pat of the paper | shdl
dudy the Wahhabi linkage and influence on Idamic movements of Ahl d-Hadith, Jamda Idami
and Lashkar Tayyiba.

| would like to explore the following hypothess Idamic modemiam in its ealy Sages was quite
close to Wahhabism but later when Wahhabism became politicized and chose aggressive stance
in dadwa, Idamic modernism and Wahhabiam parted ther ways. Jandat Idami and other Idamic
movements, even traditiona, which began as a reform and modern movement moved dosr to
Wahhabism as they entered palitica arena.



