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le chambal a', chokow y061 ka 'uuch ti'
'This child was overheated when it (the ilness) happened to her" [BBA.l1]

At TlUtt, DC is holding the crystals, looking at them and refering directly to the
appearance of the child in the crystal in his hand.
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37. In DC's back room, by the altar, a woman is explaining where her husband's leg is
hurt, demonstrating on her own leg.

. .. mèn le M'el a' ... bey tun uuchih té'e bey a'
'Cuz right here, ... this is how it happened to him right here' [BBA.9]

38. Preparing herbai medicine to give to a woman patient, wrapping the powders in a
piece of paper, DC says to the woman,

leti e hé' kin dzaa tech 0' ~ leti kin t6'ok~

'The one l'm giving you is the one l'm wrapping' [BBA.9]

The object is both in his hand (normally selecting -a) and given in mutual
knowledge (normally selecting -0'). Mutual knowledge over-rides spatial proximity.

Anticipation as indexical parameter

39. Margot is explaining the use ofvarious expressions to me, and she makes up the
following, with comment:

akâ awil bix kfn intop e maâk a'
'Now you'll see how 1 stick it to this guy' [BA.l3l]

ln general, objects given in retrospect are construed with 0' and objects given in
prospect are construed with a'. Thus, anaphora, reference to preceding discourse and
reference to objects already given by mutual knowledge among the participants are ail
construed with 0', whereas cataphora, immediately forthcoming objects and objects
anticipated are construed with a '. This relation to retrospect/prospect can easily over-ride
spatial-perceptual access to the object.

Reference to objects individuated only, or primarily, via their association with the
Spr or Adr

40. Manuel is recounting to me how the Turcos bring contraband goods to their stores
to sell them. When their own goods do not sell because the market is flooded with black
market materials, the Turcos go to the govt and complain. He quotes them:

le t6'on a' ma' tu ma'anah, kih e turkos
"This ours, it doesn't get bought," say the Turks. [BBA.160]
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Referent is both off scene (normally requires -0') and belongs to the Spr (normally
requires -a'). The belonging relation over-rides the off-scene relation, hence -a'

41. 1 have just asked Manuel and Margot to make me a couple of hammocks that 1
will purchase and give as gifts. Margot asks me how 1want them, asking in particular if!
want them like the ones 1 had already bought from her in the past. She asks,

ma'alob b'ey hé'ex e yan tech 0' ?
'Is it good the way that one is that you have?' [BB.4.74]

Objets that belong to Adr are normally constured in -0'

42. Margot and Manuel have an exchange just as she is about to go to market. She
asks him for money, saying;
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Margot
Man
Margot

dzaa algo té'el 0'
bahux?
le yan tech 0'

'Give sorne (money) there'
'Howmuch?'
'What you've got'[BB.4.92]

Objets that belong to Adr are normally constured in -0'

Reference to discourse

43. A:
B:

hach chokow le k'iin 0'
lei 0' hàah a t'àan

'That sun's really hot.'
'That one, you're right (there).'

The underscored phrase refers to the preceding utterance. For examples like this,
reference to prior discourse can be assimilated to anaphora, since the language referred to
is immediately preceding in discourse. Hence we get 0', as expected.

Rules of thumb

Stereotypical Greetings: Spr zone is -a', Adr zone is 0'

44. People in Oxkutzcab say one of several stereotypical utterance types when
entering the yard of someone else. One of the common ones is:

hé' kintaal teloo' 'Here 1come over there!' [BB.4.59]

45. Greeting a passer-by (cf. 40-42)

A: '061ah wifl! tu'un kabin? Hey Will, where'ya' goin'?
B: chén té'ela' Just over here (non-specifie)
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Anything a child is doing is treated as -0' for the purposes of k'èey 'scolding,
bawling out,' even if the referent is immediate to the Spr

46. Elena is sitting at her tire in her kitchen and one of the kids is standing nearby.
The kid has been distractedly touching the warm wood close to the tire. She scolds him,
saymg:

dzfnwaâik tech ma a machk e k'aâk' 0'. ka'akate kachU'ukuh
'l've told you not to grab that tire! Next thing you'll get burned."

[B.5A6]

47. Elena is walking in courtyard, just past her small daughter Manuelita, who is
playing in the dirt after having bathed. Passing within 2 feet of the child, Elena scolds,

ma'a abaxk e ba'a susyo wal 0'

Don't play with the dirty things (l'm waming you)' [BB.5.65]

Natural phenomena are construed in two ways: -0' when merely given (where Eng
might use the defiinite article) (48) vs. -a' when saliently perceptible (eg volcano
erupting, bird singing or wind howling) (49-51)

8

48. chokow le k'iin 0'

nùuktak e hwifts 0'

le kabah che 0', yàanal u k'aâxil

'the sun is hot'
'the hills are big'
'Iow woods, it has different trees'

49. Sitting in Cres Can's refresqueria with Cres's eIder Bro. The weather is clear, hot
and windy, after several days of cool overcast. Now, the wind is howling outside, and
Cres's bro takes it as s sign of the approach of the peak hot season. He says:

k'àam e 'ifk' a' (pointing up) 'astah bey u taal camyon e'
'This wind is strong. It's as ifa truck were approaching.' [BB.5.56]

50. DC recounting how he had seen a volcano spewing lava in Valley of Mexico, and
how he exclaimed upon seeing it:

dzu t'a'aba' e mund6 a' 'This world's aflame!' [BBA.I00]

51. 1 am sitting with DP inside his home and we hear a bird song from outside. DP
says:

hats' e chan ch'iich' ku k'ay a'. sakbakal
'This little bird singing is beautiful. It's a dove'[BB.5.7]
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Counterparts, reference to Object 1 achieves defered reference to
Object 2

52. Pilar shows me a photo ofher mother and her father and father's mother.

tumèen le hé'elo'ob 0', ma' kimen le ka'atul a'a'
'Cuz these ones (look), these two are not dead' [BB.5.26]
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The underscored phrase refers to the photo, which is in Spr's hand, yet the people
in the image are already under discussion. Anaphora over-rides perception.

R Value

1

Indexical Grnd

Counterpart

x

Pivot übject

x'

Defered referent

Cf. (36-37), both ofwhich involve defered ostension

Switches in the deictic construal of a referent over the course of an utterance or
sequence of utterances

53. Luis
WH
Luis

tiaan a footo té'elo'
tu'ux? !ch nah?
tf'i', té' yan té'ela'

'There's your photo over there'
'Where? In the house?'
'Yeah. There it is right there' [BB.5.28]

té'elo' refers to the Spr's house (hence habituaI place) as a static location
té'ela' refers to Spr's house as anticipated end-point of motion now initiated

54. LoI, Fi and 1are discussing how things work around the homestead - how the
distinct families get along. LoI explains to me that each nuclear family pays for its own
food. On this day (1/30/87), Fi had made lunch for the entire homestead because Margot
was off in Merida and not able to to cook. So, in order to save Margot's kids from the
difficulty, Fi cooked for aH ofthem. LoI says:

LoI; tubeetah leti te'elo' 'She did it there'
WH bix té'elo' 'What do you mean, there?'
LoI leti' bèet tée, h té' way bey a'

'She did it there, right there here like this'IF.137.B.165]
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• ...
Figure 3. Floorplan ofDC's homestead (cf. Hanks 1990:323)

o -6
Don Chabo
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Manuel Margot Fi LoI

For any married female, there is one k'o6ben 'cooking tire'
For any married man, there is one nah 'house'
For any married person, the spouse is "leti'"
Spouses activity space is té 'elo' 'there'
WFH is compadre 'coparent' to Manuel and Margot
Homestead is divided into 3 'houses'
Don Chabo's former wife lives elsewhere

Figure 4. Kinship in DC's home (cf. Hanks 1990:95ff.)
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